A review of the present emergency medical care system in Japan.
EMT's in the United States initiate emergency treatment including patient resuscitation at accident locations. Such treatment has only recently become available in Japan. In 1992, Emergency Life Support Technicians (ELT's) became available in Japan. ELT's can now implement emergency treatment similar in scope to that of EMT's in the United States. We expect the rate of lifesaving resuscitation and subsequent rehabilitation will improve dramatically. The triage decision making process is designed to aid in choosing appropriate health care facilities. The highest available level of medical expertise should be brought into the triage decision making process. Throughout Japan, improvements in the emergency medical care system are being made in an ongoing process. The Tokyo Fire Department in particular has made great progress in updating and improving its system. It continues to investigate possible innovations which could lead to further improvements.